
On July 16, 2025, Utah Gov. Spencer Cox gave a speech at the opening of the L. S. Skaggs 
Applied Science Building. Below is a transcript of his remarks. 
 
“Thank you, Peter (Trapa), for those kind words, that great introduction. And ladies and 
gentlemen, it is an honor to be here with you today with so many distinguished Utahns and 
those who are visiting us from other places. I have some prepared remarks. I may deviate just a 
little bit from those. I hope that's appropriate. I'm honored to represent the state of Utah, to 
represent the legislature, to celebrate this incredible investment. 
 
“To those of you who have helped participate in this investment, thank you for your generosity. 
We are so fortunate to have people like the Crocker's who are continually giving back and 
making Utah a better place. They do it monetarily, of course, which allows us to build beautiful 
facilities like this for the next generation. But they do it just in the way that they treat their 
neighbors, their friends, and the people that they associate with. They are good people and 
good for our state, and we're grateful for them. 
 
“The Skaggs family, everyone else who was here… the Huntsmans, the Eccles. All of you who 
give back to this state, whether you have billions of dollars or whether you just take care of your 
neighbors, all of it matters. And it's important to who we are. It's an honor to stand in this atrium 
today. 
 
“And talk about the brick and mortar spaces that lead to boundless opportunities and 
possibilities of discovery, innovation and education. This building represents Utah's bold 
investment in the future, a future driven by research, technology and the next generation of 
thinkers and doers. The classrooms and labs that are here will ignite curiosity, a characteristic 
that is sadly missing from far too much of our public discourse these days. 
 
“The students and faculty who walk these halls will challenge assumptions, they will pursue 
breakthroughs, and they will tackle the big questions of our time from spintronics to astronomy, 
to the quality of Utah snow, and making sure that we have enough snow force to continue as a 
state. We know that the science doesn't just happen in a vacuum, except I'm told that particle 
physics actually do happen in a vacuum, and I don't understand any of that. But I'm hoping, 
Dean (Pearl) Sandick, you can help me a little later to explain that to me after the program. 
 
“Science thrives where collaboration, creativity and commitment come together. This facility was 
built with that spirit and with the strong partnership between state leadership, the university and 
our local communities, the same values that we use to teach, to teach in science clearly, 
perfectly to how we do things here in Utah—collaboration and creativity with a commitment to 
putting the greater good in the forefront and always seeking truth.  
 
“Now let's be clear, when we invest in science, we invest in people. Students who will become 
researchers, engineers, and entrepreneurs in faculty whose work will shape lives in policy and 
in the innovations that will drive our economy and improve our world. 
 



“So thank you again to the donors, the construction teams, the academic leaders, faculty and 
staff who made all of this possible. I especially want to thank President (Taylor) Randall, who is 
a dear friend. And I will just tell you, as I've traveled the country, I've met with most of the 
academic leaders in this country at the highest level. I will tell you that we have the best 
university president anywhere in the United States right now, right here at the University of Utah. 
 
“And this is where I will deviate a little bit. It's an interesting time in academia. It's an interesting 
time for higher education. It's an interesting time for science and technology research in our 
country. And I want to just make it clear that the state of Utah is doubling down on research, 
doubling down on science. I probably shouldn't use gambling terms, but we are. We care deeply 
about what happens here. 
 
“That pursuit of truth, that pursuit of knowledge. There's a big debate happening in our country 
around this idea of abundance and what that actually means. Sadly, the politics of the day keep 
presenting us with a zero sum game—with false choices that we have to choose in ways that 
are not helpful. And you're seeing that play out certainly at the national level. 
 
“We're seeing some of that at the state level. But we continue to push back because I truly 
believe that, as my friend Adam Grant says, that we need to all be thinking more like scientists. 
We need to be seeking truth, that we need to be curious about the world around us, about the 
people around us, and about how to solve the biggest problems of the day. 
 
“And most of the answers that we are being presented from a political level are zero. Some 
answers. Somebody has to win and somebody has to lose. I reject that and we reject that. 
Today, by investing in science and innovation, we are telling the world that that is not an option. 
That we don't have to choose between winners and losers. That we can find real answers to our 
problems that benefit everyone. 
 
“It's going to happen right here in these halls. I know that because it's happened in this building 
and buildings like it all around the state for generations. Utah was just named for the third year 
in a row the best state in the country. There are over a thousand different data points that led to 
that ranking. While we're all very proud of that, I can't take any credit for that because the things 
that we are doing, the innovations that have changed the state of Utah, happened because 
investments like this 50 years ago, 25 years ago, 150 years ago, and indeed 250 years ago, 
when, when those words were written on paper. 
 
“Well, 249 years ago, we're one year away as we start to celebrate that 250th year that we have 
certain truths that are self-evident. And among those that are that we have, we have unalienable 
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. And as I've said many times, the pursuit of 
happiness was never about the pursuit of what makes you feel good. 
 
“The pursuit of happiness was about self-improvement and making ourselves and the world 
around us a better place. It was indeed a scientific type of improvement finding truth, sharing 
that truth, and making the world around us better. And that's what we're here to celebrate today. 



“And so at a time when the federal government is cutting back on funding for scientific 
initiatives, which I think is a mistake, Utah is saying the exact opposite, that we can do both of 
those things. 
 
“We can be fiscally responsible and we can invest. In fact, it is fiscal responsibility that requires 
us to invest in the future. Otherwise, all of those good things that we enjoy today will be gone. 
We have to invest in the next generations. And I'm grateful that we have private partners, public 
partners that are willing to join us in this quest. 
 
“The answers to our problems will be solved here. I will conclude with this. Gary Crocker said 
this is an important addition to our state, and he is absolutely right. I just replied that this is an 
important addition to the United States and an important addition to the world. We're not just 
solving Utah's problems anymore. We're solving the world's problems, and we're doing it right 
here. God bless you in this work. Please keep it up. Thank you.” 
 


