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Zeinab Afify M.D. (Pediatrics) Scientist Children

Assistant Professor Pediatric 
Hematology/Oncology; Board 

Certifications: American Board of 
Pediatrics; Pediatric Hematology 

Oncology; Professional Licensure: 
Physician

University Faculty Yes Member

James Burns
M.D.
B.S. (Chemistry) Scientist Veterans

Professor of Neurology; long experience 
with human clinical research on both 
basic science, immunology projects; 
Board Certifications: Psychiatry and 
Neurology Board; Professional 
Licensure: Physician

University 
Faculty; VA 
Employee Yes Member

Kristin G. Cloyes

Ph.D. (Nursing)
M.N. (Psychosocial 
Nursing)
B.S.N. (Nursing)
B.A. (Theatre) Scientist

Prisoners; 
Economically or 
Educationally 
Disadvantaged; 
Mentally Disabled

Assistant Professor Nursing; clinical and 
research experience in psychiatry and 
mental health, forensic practice, 
program of research on mental illness in 
persons incacerated or released from 
prison (research experience in 
vulnerable populations and prisoners); 
Board Certifications: Registered 
Nurse; Professional Licensure: 
Registered Nurse

University 
Faculty Yes Member

Hilary Coon

Ph.D. (Psych)
M.A. (Psych)
B.A. (Music)
B.A. (Math) Scientist

Children; Mentally 
Disabled or 
Cognitively 
Impaired

PhD in psychology and behavioral 
genetics; PI of autism genetics; co-
investigator on genetics of Tourette 
syndrome, genetics of aging in Utah 
pedigrees, genetics of addiction, genetic 
modifiers of polyposis; consultant for 
statstical analysis design; prior 
experience in genetic research projects 
of schizophrenia and manic depressive 
disorder; ad hoc reviewer for NIH study 
sections (Mammalian Genetics and 
Genetics of Human Diseases, special 
study sections), 1999-present

University 
Faculty Yes Member



Howard Corneli
M.D. 
B.S. (Biology) Scientist Children

Board certified in pediatrics and 
pediatric emergency medicine; 
professor of pediatrics; clinical 
investigator studying infant bronchiolitis; 
formal training in statistics; interest 
areas in clinical decision making and 
medical ethics; Board Certification: 
American Board of Pediatrics; 
Professional Licensure: Physician

University 
Faculty; PCMC 
Staff Physician Yes Vice-Chair

Leslie Francis

Ph.D. (Phil)
J.D.
B.A. (Phil)

Non-
Scientist

Mentally Disabled 
or Cognitively 
Impaired

Nationally recognized scholar in health 
law, with particular expertise on issues 
of justice, especially regarding the 
elderly and people with disabilities; long 
term (outside) member of the ethics 
committee at PCMC; member of the 
(national) ethics committee of the 
American Society for Reproductive 
Medicine and of the National Committee 
on Health and Vital Statistics; member 
of the Utah Health Data Committee; 
Professor, College of Law; Assistant 
Professor, Philosophy; IRB member 
since 1982 (with some breaks in 
service); Professional Licensure: Law

University 
Faculty Yes Member

Caren Frost

Ph.D. (Medical and 
Cultural 
Anthropology)
M.P.H. (Public 
Health)
B.A. (European and 
Japanese History) Scientist

Children; Pregnant 
Women and 
Fetuses or 
Neonates

Worked in the public child welfare arena 
for a number of years, and conducted 
research on child welfare and domestic 
violence; Master's degree in in 
International Population and Family 
Health, emphasizing maternal and child 
health issues specifically; Research 
Associate Professor in the College of 
Social Work

University 
Faculty Yes Vice-Chair

Melissa L. Johnson
Pharm.D.
B.S. (Pharm) Scientist None

Clinical Pharmacist in Oncology and 
Investigational Drugs at the Huntsman 
Cancer Institute/Hospital; IRB Member 
at U. of Floriada prior to U of U; training 
in pediatric oncology; Board 
Certification: Oncology Pharmacist; 
Professional Licensure: Pharmacist 
and Pharmacist Controlled Substance

University 
Employee Yes Member



Ammon L. Pate B.A. (Philosophy)
Non-
Scientist None IRB staff since 2007

University 
Employee Yes

IRB Coordinator; 
Ex-officio, non-
voting member

Caroline Keller
M.A. (Linguistics)
B.A. (French)

Non-
Scientist None

Instructor in all skill areas of reading, 
writing, speaking and grammer; 
Research Compliance Officer for 
VASLCHSC VA Employee Yes

VA RCO; Ex-
officio, non-voting 
member

Steve Kore

M.S. (Logistics 
Management)
B.S. (Account)

Non-
Scientist None

Career in military including service in 
Vietnam, Germany, Korea

Citizen 
Representative No Member

Karen C. 
Macfarlane

M.A. (Literature)
B.A. (English/Ed)

Non-
Scientist None

Retired Asst. Professor, Salt Lake 
Community College, English and 
Business Communications; served as 
Faculty Representative to College-wide 
Curriculum Committee which evaluated 
proposed courses for ethical issues, 
relevance, quality, etc.; presented 
curriculum proposals from School of 
Business for overall approval of the 
college board

Citizen 
Representative No Member

Dennis O'Rourke

Ph.D. (Anthro)
M.Phil. (Anthro)
M.A. (Anthro)
B.A. (Anthro) Scientist Native Americans

Faculty, Anthropology; professional 
experience as a researcher, former NSF 
program officer; former and current 
member of IRB; post-doctoral training in 
psychiatry and genetics; current 
research involves Native American 
communities

University 
Faculty Yes Co-Chair

Milana Perepyolkina
M.A. (Journalism)
B.A. (Journalism)

Non-
Scientist None

IRB staff since 2002; interest in 
alternative medicine

University 
Employee Yes

IRB 
Administrator; Ex-
officio, voting 
member

Margarita 
Rasmussen M.D. Scientist Veterans

Attending Physician, General Internal 
Medicine VA Employee Yes Member

John Stillman C.I.P.
Non-
Scientist None

IRB Director since 2002; IRB staff since 
2001 

University 
Employee Yes

IRB Director; Ex-
officio, non-voting 
member

Gerald Treiman
M.D.
B.A. Scientist Veterans

IRB member since 2000; Assoc. 
Professor of Surgery, VA Chief of 
Surgery; Board Certifications: Surgery, 
Vascular Surgery; Professional 
Licensure: Physician

University 
Faculty; VA 
Employee Yes Interim Chair



Donald Vernon
M.D.
B.S. (Science) Scientist Children

Medical Staff and Director of the 
Pediatric Intensive Care Unit, PCMC; 
conducted a number of clinical studies 
over the past 15 years; director of the 
pediatric intensive care unit at PCMC; 
Professor of Pediatrics; IRB member 
since 2004; Board Certifications: 
Pediatrics, Pediatric Critical Care 
Medicine; Professional Licensure: 
Physician

University 
Faculty; PCMC 
Staff Physician Yes Member

Yong Wang Ph.D. Scientist None Assistant Professor, Otolaryngology
University 
Faculty Yes Member

Paul White Ph.D. Scientist None Associate Professor of Psychology
University 
Faculty Yes Member

Total Voting Members = 17
Quorum = 9


