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Name Earned Degrees Scientific 
Status

Representative 
Capacity Indications of Experience Relationship with 
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Office/ 
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James Anderson

Ph.D. (Comm)
Masters (Comm)
Bachelors (Comm) Scientist

Children; 
Economically or 
Educationally 
Challenged

Professor of Communication; 
researcher; served multiple terms on 
the IRB and University Research 
Committee; grants awarded dealing 
with K-12 educations programs; 
research in areas of family studies, 
cultural studies, media literacy, 
organizational studies, 
communicative ethics, methodology, 
and epistemology

University 
Faculty Yes   Vice-Chair

Susan L. Benedict M.D. Scientist

Children; 
neonates; Mentally 
disabled or 
Cognitively 
impaired persons

Assistant Professor (Clinical); 
Departments of Pediatrics and 
Neurology; Director - Pediatric Stroke 
Clinic

University 
Faculty Yes Member

Summer Davis B.S. (Psychology) Scientist None

Research Coordinator in Neurology 
Department; Former Research 
Assistant for Huntsman Cancer 
Institute and the Graduate School of 
Social Work

University 
Employee Yes Member

Lisa DeGraff

B.S. (Human 
Development and 
Family Studies)

Non-
Scientist

Mentally Disabled 
or Cognitively 
Imparied

IRB staff since 2004; IRB member 
since 2006; sibling with cognitive 
impairment; Special Olympics Coach

University 
Employee Yes

IRB 
Administrator; 
Ex-officio, 
voting member

Ann Johnson B.S. (Biology) Scientist None

IRB staff since 2006; currently in the 
Master of Science in Public Health 
program at U; biology and chemistry 
lab experience; sceintific research 
experience

University 
Employee Yes

IRB 
Administrator; 
Ex-officio, 
voting member



Richard E. Kanner M.D. Scientist

Economically or 
Educationally 
Disadvantaged; 
Native Americans

Professor of Medicine; Tuberculosis 
Consultant for the State of Utah, 
Conflict of Interest Committee 
member; Research Subject’s 
Advocate for General Clinical 
Research Center; Board 
Certifications: Internal Medicine, 
Pulmonary Diseases; Professional 
Licensure: Physician

University 
Faculty Yes Vice-Chair

Jennifer P. Katz

B.S. (Behavioral 
Science and 
Health) Scientist None

Clinical Research Administrative 
Director; National certification as a 
Clinical Research Professional

University 
Employee Yes Member

Caroline Keller
M.A. (Linguistics)
B.A. (French)

Non-
Scientist None

Instructor in all skill areas of reading, 
writing, speaking and grammer; 
Research Compliance Officer for 
VASLCHSC VA Employee Yes

VA RCO; Ex-
officio, non-
voting member

Dale B. Kimsey

J.D.
B.S. (Public 
Administration)

Non-
Scientist None

Specialist in contracts; Ethics Officer, 
Salt Lake Olympic Committee

Citizen 
Representative No Member

Jolee M. Mougey
M.P.H.
B.A. (Gen Sci) Scientist None

Research coordinator at U; 
experience conducting and managing 
clinical research studies; trained in 
epidemiology; experienced in study 
design and basic biostatistics

University 
Employee Yes Member

Blair R Murdock B.A. (Spanish)
Non-
Scientist None IRB staff since 2007

University 
Employee Yes

IRB 
Coordinator; Ex-
officio, non-
voting member



Dennis O'Rourke

Ph.D. (Anthro)
M.Phil. (Anthro)
M.A. (Anthro)
B.A. (Anthro) Scientist Native Americans

Faculty, Anthropology; professional 
experience as a researcher, former 
NSF program officer; former and 
current member of IRB; post-doctoral 
training in psychiatry and genetics; 
current research involves Native 
American communities

University 
Faculty Yes Co-Chair

Peter J. Sluglett
D.Phil. (History)
B.A. (Hist/Arabic)

Non-
Scientist None Professor, Middle Eastern History

University 
Faculty Yes Member

Susan Sorenson Pharm.D. Scientist Children

Investigational Drug Service 
Pharmacist, PCMC; community 
sevice in elementary schools, county 
recreation and mentor for children at 
Traveler's Aid Society; Professional 
Licensure: Pharmacist and 
Controlled Substance

PCMC 
Employee Yes Member

John Stillman
M.P.C.
B.A. (English)

Non-
Scientist None

IRB Director since 2002; IRB staff 
since 2001 

University 
Employee Yes

IRB Director; Ex-
officio, non-
voting member

Gregory J. 
Stoddard

M.P.H.
M.B.A.
B.S. (Math) Scientist

Mentally Disabled 
or Cognitively 
Imparied

Head, Section of Biostatistics, 
Division of Clinical Epidemiology; 
research staff at U of U; adjunct 
faculty U of U School of Medicine; 
graduate student at Uof U in Math 
Department; 1/4-time research staff 
at VASLCHC; Special Olympics 
coach since 1997

University 
Faculty; VA 
Employee Yes Member



Paul R. Summers
M.D.
B.S. (Chemistry) Scientist

Pregnant Women, 
Fetuses or 
Neonates; 
Economically or 
Educationally 
Disadvantaged; 
Mentally Disabled 
or Cognitively 
Impaired

Assoc. Professor, Ob-Gyn; Previous 
medical director of the New Orleans 
City Sexually Transmitted Diseases 
Clinic; research experience in general 
Ob-Gyn and infections in women; 10 
years experience with indigent 
medical care and mentally 
compromised women at Charity 
Hospital in New Orleans; Board 
Certifications: Obstetrics and 
Gynecology; Professional 
Licensure: Physician

University 
Faculty; 
Courtesy VA 
Medical Staff Yes Member

Gerald Treiman
M.D.
B.A. Scientist Veterans

IRB member since 2000; Assoc. 
Professor of Surgery, VA Chief of 
Surgery; Board Certifications: 
Surgery, Vascular Surgery; 
Professional Licensure: Physician

University 
Faculty; VA 
Employee Yes Interim Chair

Susan G. 
Trevithick

M.S. 
(Physiological 
Nursing/ Nursing 
Admin)
B.S. (Nursing) Scientist

Veterans; 
Economically or 
Educationally 
Disadvantaged; 
Mentally Disabled 
or Cognitively 
Impaired

Assoc. Chief Nursing Service/Critical 
Care at the VASLCHCS and Acting 
Assoc. Chief Nursing 
Service/Medicine & Surgery; 
extensive critical care nursing 
background; extensive cardiology 
experience; experience in patients 
with cognitive impairement; extensive 
health care management 
background; provider in hynotherapy; 
chair of Board of Trustees for 
Cornerstone Counseling Center 
(manage domestic violence and 
substance abuse patient/family 
needs); Professional Licensure: 
Nursing VA Employee Yes Member



Martin Tristani-
Firouzi

M.D.
B.S. Scientist

Children; Fetuses; 
Mentally Disabled 
or Cognitively 
Impaired

Assoc. Professor of Pediatrics; 
clinical practice involves treatment of 
fetuses with congenital heart disease 
or arrhythmias and treatment of 
children with syndromes such as 
Trisomy 21 and learning disabilities 
associated with congenital heart 
disease; Board Certifications: 
Pediatric Cardiology; Professional 
Licensure: Physican

University 
Faculty; PCMC 
Staff Physician Yes Member

Lora Tuesday-
Heathfield Ph.D. Scientist

Children; Mentally 
Disabled or 
Cognitively 
Impaired; 
Economically or 
Educationally 
Disadvantaged; 
Native Americans

Associate Professor in Department of 
Educational Psychology

University 
Faculty Yes Member

Christopher 
Viavant

M.B.A. 
M.A. (Spanish)
B.A. (Spanish)

Non-
Scientist

Prisoners; 
Economically or 
Educationally 
Challenged; 
Mentally Disabled 
or Cognitively 
Impaired

Managing Director, Utah Health 
Choice Network; formely Dir. of 
Development and CFO, Wasatch 
Homeless Health Care; IRB Member 
since 1999; knowledge of Prisoner 
populations; knowledge of homeless 
populations, substance abuse/mental 
health services; worked with 
homeless and low income persons in 
UT, CA and Guatemala; six years 
instructing high school in Salt Lake 
County Jail

Citizen 
Representative No Member



Andrea T. White
Ph.D. (Exercise 
Physiology) Scientist None

Research Assoc. Professor in 
Exercise Physiology; research 
experience with clinical populations 
(elderly, multiple sclerosis); research 
experience in exercise interventions, 
tests of functional ability, evaluation 
of central fatigue; some experience 
with cognitive impairment in 
individuals with MS

University 
Faculty Yes Member

Jennifer A. Wright M.D. Scientist Children

Affiliations: American Society of 
Clinical Oncology, Hematology and 
Pediatric 
Hematology/OncologyCertifications: 
American Board of Pediatrics; 
American Board of Internal Medicine

University 
Faculty Yes Member

Total Voting Members = 21
Quorum = 11


